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Right To Acquire 
 

Am I Eligible? 

If you would like this leaflet in any other 
format please contact the Customer 
Service Team on 01484 435715 



Being a housing association tenant does not automatically give 
you the Right to Acquire.  You must have been a tenant for a 
total of at least: 
 
♦ Two years if your tenancy started before 18 January 2005 
♦ Five years if your tenancy started on or after 

18 January 2005 
 

Even if this is the case, you may be excluded if: 
 
♦ The property isn't your only or main home 
♦ Your home isn't self-contained 
♦ You live in sheltered housing where services are provided 
♦ Your home has been designed or adapted for people with 

special needs 
♦ Your home is provided as part of your job (for example, if 

you are a caretaker). 
 
Furthermore, only some housing association properties can be 
bought under the Right to Acquire.  Your home must have been: 
♦ Built or bought by the housing association after 1 April 

1997, and paid for through a particular type of grant (a 
'social housing grant'). 

Sadeh Lok can tell you if your home is       
eligible for sale under the right to  
acquire scheme – contact our    
Customer Service Team on 01484 
435715, menu option 1. 



How do I apply? 
 
To apply for the Right to Acquire you will need to contact us and 
ask for the Right to Acquire claim form (RTA1).  Complete and 
return the form and keep a copy for your 
records.  Once we receive your completed 
RTA1 form we will then write back to con-
firm whether you are eligible within four to 
eight weeks. 
 
If you have the Right to Acquire, we will then send you a formal 
written notice, which describes the property and explains: 
♦ The terms and conditions of the sale 
♦ The market value of the property* 
♦ The discount you will get and how it is calculated 
♦ Estimates of any service charges you will have to pay 

details of any structural problems that Sadeh Lok is aware 
of 
 

*Subject to Sadeh Lok receiving from 
you ‘proof of funds’ that will allow you 
to proceed with the purchase should 
you decide to go forward.  The Proof 
of funds that is acceptable is a letter 
from either a Building Society or Bank 
or other mortgage lender confirming 
that you have or are likely to have a 
mortgage offer made to you 
   
Or alternatively; 
 



 
 
 
 
Provide a cheque to cover the cost of the 
valuation; this sum will be refunded to 
you on completion of the sale of the 
property to you; the cost will be con-
firmed to you when we write to tell if you 
are eligible to purchase 
 

Sadeh Lok has the right to offer you a choice between your exist-
ing home and other properties it has available; we don't have to 
do this and you don't have to accept something else if your current 
home also qualifies. 
 
If we say you don't have the Right to Acquire we will tell you why.  
If you think the decision is wrong, you may be able to appeal.  
Contact you local advice centre for further guidance. 
 
Before applying you should consider whether buying your home is 
the right option for you; Sadeh Lok cannot offer advice on this.   



We strongly urge all residents thinking of buying 
their own home to contact a suitable adviser; it 
may be difficult to keep up with the ongoing ex-
penses of being a homeowner and whatever type 
of scheme you want to buy through, you will need a reasonable 

income to get a mortgage.  Many schemes have a 
minimum and maximum income level which you will 
have to meet to be eligible (most will not accept peo-
ple on means-tested benefits or people who can afford 

to buy on the open market). 
Remember also that if you currently pay a service charge as part 
of your rent you are likely to remain responsible for continuing to 
pay that service charge even if you do buy your home under the 
RTA scheme. 

How much is the discount? 
Right to Acquire discounts are fixed in each area by the govern-
ment.   They normally vary from £9,000 to £16,000, 
depending on where you live; currently for Kirklees, 
Wakefield and Rotherham the maximum discount is 
£9,000.  

What if I want to sell it later? 
If you decide to sell your home within the first three years or it is 
repossessed by your mortgage lender during that time you will 
have to re-pay some or all of the discount.  How much you have to 
pay back depends on how soon after you buy this happens: 



 
♦ If it happens within one year, you have to pay it all back 
♦ If it happens within two years, you have to pay back two 

thirds 
♦ If it happens within three years, you have to pay back one 

third 
 
Sadeh Lok also retains a right of first refusal; should you come to 
re-sell the property you must first ask Sadeh Lok if it wants to buy 
back the property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To protect its rights in this area Sadeh Lok will place a legal 
charge on the property as part of the sales process; this will mean 
that you cannot sell the property at a later date without Sadeh 
Lok’s consent. 



Where can I get more information? 
 

Contact Sadeh Lok’s Customer Service Team 
on 01484 453715, where you can check if you 
are eligible to buy your home under the right to 
acquire scheme and if you are, request the ap-
plication form to start things moving. 
 
You might also want to contact a local advice centre as Sadeh Lok 
cannot offer any advice on funding the purchase of your home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can also download the Governments Guide to The 
Right To Acquire at the following website: 
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/
BuyingAndSellingYourHome/HomeBuyingSchemes/DG_066460 



Sadeh Lok Housing 
Trafford House 
11 Halifax Road 

Huddersfield, HD3 3AN 
Tel: 01484 435715 
Fax: 01484 432645 

E-Mail: customerservices@sadehlok.co.uk 
www.sadehlok.co.uk 

 

Office Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

 
Sadeh Lok offices at Trafford House may not be accessible to you 
if you have mobility difficulties.   

If you do have mobility difficulties and you would like to speak  to a 
member of our staff in person, please contact Sadeh Lok’s        
Customer Service Team on 01484 435715 who will be happy to  
arrange either a home visit or an appointment to meet you at      
another suitable location  

You can make a complaint, comment or compliment about the   
services provided by Sadeh Lok by speaking to a member of staff 
either face to face or over the telephone, by sending a letter, e-mail 
or fax or by completing a customer feedback form. 

 


